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PM, Obama: So little new to say

But his unusual

visit to Congress
today will tell the
real tale of his trip
to Washington

September 17, 2009

MITCH POTTER

WASHINGTON BUREAU

WASHINGTON-One

was easily
distracted by the
charms of the Oval

Office yesterday
during the Great
Northern Summit.

Particularly when
the two gentlemen
who called us there,
Prime Minister

Stephen Harper and President Barack Obama,
had so little new to say.

Two media scrums, one Canadian and one
American, got a whopping one question each,
and took the answers down dutifully.

But it was the same-old same-old - familiar

refrains on Afghanistan (mission under review,
no decisions yet, we grieve for Canada's
sacrifice, said Obama); on Buy America
procurement provisions (no trade war, we shall
overcome protectionism); on Alberta oil sands
versus climate change (actually nothing was
said here, lending credence to those who
contend this is the elephant in the room).

As we were led away from the West Wing,
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A man wearing a bigfoot costume and wearing a Prime Minister Stephen Harper
face mask protests outside the White House with a man wearing a United States
President Barack Obama mask following the Canadian and US leaders meeting in
Washington, D.C Wednesday Sept. 16, 2009.

Sticking to a
script? Obama's
comments have

a familiar ring

U.S. President Barack

Obama on the subject
of Buy America
provisions following a
meeting with Stephen
Harper:

Aug. 10 in
Guadalajara

• "I want to assure
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