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Genial Doer faces great expectations

Former NDP

premier's amiable
approach, contacts
key to tackling 'Buy
America,' clean
energy issues

August 29, 2009

SUSAN DELACOURT

OTTAWA BUREAU

OTTAWA-Gary
Doer's first problem
as Canada's next

ambassador to the

United States could

well be high
expectations.

CHRIS WATTIE/REUTERS

Prime Minister Stephen Harper shares a laugh with Manitoba Premier Gary Doer,
the ambassador-designate to the United States on Aug. 28, 2009.

The long-time New Democrat premier of
Manitoba, appointed yesterday to Canada's top
diplomatic post, arrives in his job with an
already well-established network of influential
U.S. contacts and a reputation for openness
that may not always sit comfortably with the
tightly controlled Conservative government in
Ottawa.

"This will be the first time in my life I have to be
diplomatic," Doer joked yesterday with
reporters after meeting Prime Minister Stephen
Harper in Ottawa and formally taking up the
role as ambassador-designate.

His official start to the job will probably come
next month, to coincide with Harper's trip to
Washington for one-on-one meetings with
President Barack Obama on Sept. 16.
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What not to do

in Washington

Teachable moments

from Gary Doer's
predecessors in the
Canadian embassy

Don't pick electoral
favourites

Raymond Chretien,
nephew to former
prime minister Jean
Chretien, said in a
2000 speech that if Al
Gore were elected

president it would
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