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Obama's view on Canada not clear yet
John McCain has a clear portrait of our country while Barack Obama's
views on Canada-U.S. issues are still being filled in. The concerns touch on
commerce, tourism and security
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WASHINGTON-He brings the promise of a new America on the world
stage, the reason his bid for the White House is hailed from Munich to
Minneapolis to Mississauga.

But would Democrat Barack Obama be able to improve the flow of
commerce across the Canada-U.S. border?

Is his stance on NAFTA the product of a long-standing conviction, was it
forged in the crucible of the Ohio primary, or is it still evolving?

Would he really turn his back on the Alberta oil sands?

Can he really change focus quickly from Iraq to Afghanistan, moving two
U.S. combat brigades there and ultimately saving Canadian lives?

When the big picture of an Obama presidency is fine-tuned down to the
day-to-day dealings between two often uneasy neighbours, it gets a little
fuzzy.

Just as American voters in November will be asked to take a leap of faith
on the Obama promise bearing fruit, Canadians are embracing a man
whose views and positions on the pressing bilateral issues of the day have
yet to be fully sketched.

On the other hand, presumptive Republican rival John McCain is a fully-
painted portrait, his views on bilateral and international issues like a pair
of well-worn slippers.

Perhaps most important for Canadians would be the election of a young
African-American multilateralist, a man who will engage adversaries, not
isolate them, a man who can change the way the Muslim world views
Washington and its tactics and policies in the post- Sept. 11, 2001, world,
a man who will bring America to the table again as a player, not a
dictator.








