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Canada and the United States

A fence in the north, too
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For Americans the border is a security issue; for Canadians it is a vital
business artery that has become clogged

A DRAMA series about the border between Canada and the United States would once

have induced a yawn in the television audience. Residents of both countries could
pass through what was dubbed the world's longest undefended border, stretching for
8,900km (5,500 miles), with just a word or a wave of the hand. But since September
11th 2001, there has been enough action in the once-mundane world of Canadian
customs and immigration officials to make "The Border" a surprise hit. Drivers of the
7m trucks and 30m cars estimated to enter the United States from Canada each year
now face terrorist watch-lists and increased cargo inspections. Since January 31st,
they must also show proof of citizenship.

The problem, argues Paul Frazer, a former Canadian diplomat who is now a
consultant, is that Americans see the border as a security issue whereas for
Canadians it is an economic issue. "So we are constantly working at cross
purposes," he says.

In a joint report last month, the chambers of commerce in both countries said they
were increasingly worried about the impact of these measures on trade. Increased
inspections, rising fees and longer waits are making the border "thicker, stickier, and
more costly", says Perrin Beatty of the Canadian chamber. Others argue that all this
is starting to undermine the North American Free-Trade Agreement (NAFTA), which
also includes Mexico.






