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Under Obama, challenges for Canada loom

Mike Blanchfield, Canwest News Service
Published: Tuesday, November 04, 2008

OTTAWA - Canada, like most of the world, was infatuated with Barack Obama. Polls
consistently showed that if foreigners could have voted Tuesday, the Democratic
landslide never would have been in doubt. Now, reality trumps the romance.

As he becomes the 44th U.S. president, Obama's lustre with America's top trading partner
will be dulled by the day-to-day challenge that comes with sharing the world's longest
undefended border and a war in Afghanistan, as well as shepherding his country's
economy - deeply intertwined with Canada's - through the world's worst financial crisis
since the Great Depression.

While there could be rough spots ahead - many point to
Obama's musing about reopening the North American Free
Trade Agreement - there's a more ominous reason why Ottawa
will have to work harder than ever to be heard in Washington.
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As much as the world looked to Obama to

America's foreign relations and its image abroad, the
declining economy and the need to create jobs is threatening
to transform the U.S. into a more inward-looking, withdrawn
country than many could have imagined.

reinvigorate

"They are worried about their diminished presence in the
world as their economic and military power slips. A growing
sense of isolationism is reinforced by the tide of red fiscal ink

and economic recession at home. Protectionist sentiments are surging as the economy
heads south," says Fen Hampson, director of the Norman Paterson School of
International Affairs at Carleton University in Ottawa.

As America looks inward, the economic implications for Canada could be dire. Despite
the fact that S2 billion a day in trade crosses the Canada-U.S. border, that world-leading
economic flow of commerce is still hampered by the hangover of the Sept. 11, 2001,
terrorist attacks.

Onerous new policies by the Bush administration's Department of Homeland Security,
which subject freight and human travellers to renewed obstacles, have "thickened" the
Canada-U.S. border. The flow of Canadian exports, both services and goods, has declined








