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Obama's historic win energizes Canadian

federal political landscape
But so far no Canadian leader comes anywhere near 'big hoopla' around Barack Obama.
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U.S. president-elect Barack Obama's enormous popularity in Canada should give Prime Minister
Stephen Harper a golden opportunity to build a strong relationship with the new U.S.
administration and to work together on key domestic and foreign policy issues which was
politically risky with George Bush because of his unpopularity in Canada, says a former
Canadian minister of external affairs.

"Mr. Harper has an opportunity that he perhaps didn't have with Mr. Bush to build a much more
personal relationship in that there's an enomious amount of goodwill that Canadians have for the
president-elect and it makes sense to look at ways to work together that was harder with
President Bush because his support within Canada was lower," said Perrin Beatty, president and
CEO of the Canadian Chamber of Commerce who served as secretary of state for external affairs
in the Kim Campbell Cabinet and held six Cabinet portfolios in the Brian Mulroney Cabinet
between 1988 and 1993.

Mr. Beatty said Prime Minister Harper (Calgary Southwest, Alta.) and his Cabinet ministers
should try to seek a meeting with Mr. Obama and the president-elect's senior administration
officials at the earliest possible opportunity to build a close personal relationship.

Mr. Beatty said Canada should come up with a pragmatic bilateral agenda that's helpful for both
countries and offer Canadian solutions on issues such as security ofNorth America, mobility of
people from both countries on the Canada-U.S. border, transportation planning and environment.

"Starting point is actually to be face to face and to work on the chemistry. The other key element
is for Canada to develop its agenda for our bilateral relationship very quickly. We need to have
one that isn't simply a wish list, these are the things that Canada wants from you, but rather
recognize the challenges facing the U.S. and they should go to the U.S. with solutions," said Mr.
Beatty.

Tom D'Aquino, chief executive and president ofthe Canadian Council ofChief Executives, said
in an interview that one of the key objectives of the Harper government should be to build a
relationship of "trust" between the senior officials of the two governments.








