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Congress, not Obama, must fix 'Buy American'
clause: Experts
BY MIKE BLANCHFIELD , CANWEST NEWS SERVICE
JANUARY 30. 2009

Presidenl Barack Obama will review the 'Buy American' provision of his stimulus package that has angered
Canada, but experts warn the new U.S. president could be powerless to stop a protectionist Congress.
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OTTAWA —Barack Obama will review the "Buy American" provision of his stimulus
package that has angered Canada, but experts warned Friday the new U.S. president could
be powerless to stop a protectionist Congress.

Obama's spokesman, Robert Gibbs, stopped short of saying whether the White House
shared the view of the Canadian government and some big American companies that the
measure was a violation of deals such asthe North American Free Trade Agreement. The
provision, part of Obama's $819-billion stimulus package, would allow only American iron
and steel to be used in construction projects.

"The administration is reviewing that provision. It understands all of the concerns that have
been heard, not only in this room, but in newspapers produced both up north and down
south," Gibbs said.

The Liberal opposition raised pressure on the Conservative government Friday to defend
Canadian producers and exporters, and leader Michael Ignatieff pledged to take that
message directly to Obama when ho meets him in Ottawa on Feb. 19.






